
Scottish CND 
 
Minute of the 2021 Annual General Meeting 
 
Chair: Lynn Jamieson 
 
Apologies: John Foster, Kath McDonald, Stephanie Hakin, Stephen Smellie, Arthur West, 
Fiona McOwan, June Hay, Drew Kyle 
 
Lynn introduced keynote speaker Elizabeth Tynan of James Cook University, author of 
Atomic Thunder, the definitive account of British nuclear weapon testing in Australia. 
Elizabeth described how Australia became the choice location for the earlier British tests 
after ruling out Scotland (due mainly to rainfall levels) and being refused access to Nevada 
by the US, aided by pro-British premier Robert Menzies. The whole series, from the Monte 
Bello islands to Maralinga were conducted with criminal disregard for the harm done to 
indigenous people and the environment. The operation was largely hidden from public 
knowledge until whistleblowers gradually gained credibility leading to general exposure of 
the damage. Elizabeths’ new book on the Emu Field tests will be out next year. In discussion 
following her presentation it was noted that Australia had gained nothing from the testing 
programme and that there had been contamination from the widespread fallout. 
 
The meeting accepted the draft Standing Orders and the Minute of the 2020 AGM was 
approved. 
 
The meeting ratified the appointment of the following Office-bearers, who had been 
nominated without competition: 
 
Chair: Lynn Jamieson 
Vice-Chair: Isobel Lindsay, 
Vice- Chair: Janet Fenton 
Secretary: Akiko Haga 
Treasurer: Ann Ballinger 
 
The following members were elected to the Executive Committee:  
 
Emma Cockburn 
Andy Hinton 
Gillean Lawrence 
Clare Philips 
Bill Ramsay 
Lesley Taylor 
 
Annual Accounts as presented and the appointment of auditors were approved by the 
meeting. Work is ongoing to rationalise accounts held historically in a variety of banks. 
 
An amendment to the Constitution was approved by the meeting. This change allows for 
the Executive Committee to call a Special General Meeting – a facility that for instance may 
be required to approve or otherwise a proposal for the campaign to become a limited 
company.  
 



A resolution from Glasgow CND on marking the 40th Anniversary of Faslane Peace Camp 
was accepted by the meeting by overwhelming vote. It was noted that the SCND role in this 
should be as a facilitator to reflect the camp’s ownership of the event. 
 
A resolution from Glasgow CND jointly with Northern CND to draw attention to the victims 
of nuclear testing was accepted by the meeting by overwhelming vote. It was noted that the 
general public is ignorant of the history and ongoing harm of the tests and so it will be 
important to take the issue to the streets. The campaign will aim to emphasise the 
international impact of the problem and the focus on humanitarian consequences. The topic 
will also link in well with the designation of 2022 as Scotland’s Year of Stories and could link 
to environmental nuclear pollution in Scotland. 
 
A resolution from Glasgow CND on the nuclear weapons industry in Scotland was approved 
by the meeting with one abstention. Clarity will be needed on what practical action is 
required and links will be needed with Nukewatch, ICAN partners, trade unions and the Just 
Transition movement. 
 
Chairs Report Lynn thanked retiring Office-bearers Mike Blackshaw and David Mackenzie, 
and retiring Executive Committee members and those officers and members continuing. She 
drew attention to the loss of members through death, among them stalwarts Kenneth 
McNeill and Eileen Cooke. Members are asked to submit obituaries for posting on the 
website.  We have new resources in the film of the Die-in at Faslane on 26th September and 
the still-to-be-completed A Guided Tour of the Unacceptable. In the year ahead we will focus 
on nuclear testing , the Peace Camp anniversary, the NPT Review Conference and the first 
meeting of TPNW States Parties. Lynn also noted resources addressing ‘the environmental 
impact of nuclear weapons’, recording of 28th October event (Leona Morgan ‘Don't Nuke 
the Climate’, Tina Cordova ‘Tularosa Basin Downwinders Consortium’, Reverend James 
Bhagwan ‘Pacific Conference of Churches’, chair Richard Dixon), and Peace Education 
Scotland’s film and associated booklet. 
 
Structured Discussion. The meeting then divided into four groups to discuss 4 different 
questions, leading to a plenary session.       
 
Should we be seeking greater action from public authorities in Scotland on nuclear issues 
e.g. on warhead convoys, pollution, etc.? 
 
The breakout group saw the 2022 local elections a key opportunity for raising the nuclear 
weapon convoy issue. In collaboration with Nukewatch we should work on a set of “asks” for 
candidates based on the responsibility of local authorities (jointly with other First 
Responders and the Scottish Government) to engage in risk assessment and public 
information in line with the Civil Contingencies Act as described in the Nukewatch report 
“Unready Scotland”.   
 
How best can we do educational work to promote public awareness of developments like 
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and the increasing number of warheads 
at Faslane/Coulport which are largely ignored by mainstream media?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
The breakout group acknowledged that we need to have a realistic assessment of our 
impact. While we have had a number of very successful online events we are still not 
reaching the general public. We need to reach out to Muslims. We need to have more street 
events and to utilise the potential of public libraries.  
 



The climate crisis and the accelerating nuclear arms race are the two great threats to the 
planet. There are important links between these. Could we project these more effectively? 
 
The breakout group listed the key links between the issues, including the risk of war 
increased by climate change, the huge carbon footprint of the military, Pacific and other 
peoples dealing with double whammy of the impacts of nuclear testing and climate change, 
and the misuse of resources vital for climate rescue by the military. It is important to have a 
positive turn to our message. It was noted that campaigning in rural areas can be difficult 
but that a useful common interest link is environmental concern. Important that we take 
part in climate-related events. 
 
What contribution can we make from Scotland to upcoming NPT Review Conference and 
the first meeting of States parties to the TPNW? 
 
The breakout group is looking forward to an exiting phase in the growth and development of 
the TPNW, especially around the first Meeting of States Parties (MSP1) in March. We need a 
clear briefing on what it means for non-signing UN states to observe MSP1. It will also be 
important to keep a monitoring eye on the NPT Review Conference in January. It was noted 
that the campaign has a TPNW working group which would welcome new participants. 
 
All these action points and concerns should be woven into our plans for the coming year. 
 
General Discussion 
 
There was appreciation for the quality of our social media output – especially the way that 
information and ideas are packaged into small sound-bites.  
 
We need to build a culture of peace and seek opportunities to introduce the peace message 
into the discussion of environmental issues, and to be out in the public space. 
 
Should we focus our message on three simple key points and prepare leaflets on each 
theme? 
 
Perhaps we should consider a range of membership forms to access support from the “non-
joining” culture? 
 
Basic membership is important for a sustainable revenue stream. 
 
The importance of seeing our campaign as part of the international disarmament 
movement. 
 
Lynn then thanked all for their participation and closed the meeting. 
 


