
Annual General Meeting
The 2021 Annual General Meeting of Scottish CND will take place online on Saturday 20
November. The yearly AGM is an important opportunity for Scottish CND supporters to come
together and help to shape the Campaign’s objectives for the year ahead.
 
AGMs involve some routine business (such as approving financial statements and appointing an
auditor), but they are also an interesting – often lively! – opportunity to discuss and set the
direction of the Campaign, in conversation with likeminded people around the country.

You can help to shape Scottish CND’s future by joining the Executive Committee as an ordinary
member or an office-bearer (Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary or Treasurer). The Executive Committee
steers the day-to-day work of the organisation, and joining the Executive is a real chance to have
a hands-on role in helping Scottish CND to pursue our goals of nuclear disarmament in Scotland
and in the world.

In addition, any individual member or local branch can bring proposed resolutions to the Scottish
CND AGM. These usually address major issues of our time, calling for the Campaign to take an
action or to adopt a particular position in response to global or local events. Successful resolutions
set the framework for Scottish CND’s work in the year ahead, and often for many years to come.

Thanks to Mike Blackshaw
We want to say an enormous thank you to Mike Blackshaw, who has just
stepped down as Scottish CND’s Secretary due to ill health. Anti-nuclear
activism runs through Mike’s veins, and he has been tireless in his work
to build the movement, even from his hospital bed – recruiting almost
every health professional he has encountered, and even observing the
annual three-day fast for Hiroshima and Nagasaki (pictured). 

Mike served as Secretary of Scottish CND while also being the beating
heart of the Edinburgh Yes Hub, and we are immensely grateful for his
hard work and dedication. We will miss him greatly, and know SCND
supporters around the country will join us in sending him every good
wish. David Mackenzie has taken on the role of Secretary until the AGM,
and can be contacted on lazybeds@yahoo.co.uk.

Key Dates
Thu 16 Sep: SCND Action Planning Workshop for 2022 (online, 19.15-21.30).
Sat 23 Oct:  Deadline for Executive Committee nominations and proposed 

resolutions to be received by Scottish CND's Secretary.
Sat 13 Nov: Deadline for any amendments to resolutions to be received.
Sat 20 Nov: Scottish CND AGM (online, more details to follow).
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As well as working to grow our membership and build our campaign, Scottish CND has been
working on a number of specific projects throughout 2021. 

The Scottish Elections took place in May 2021. Scottish CND, in partnership with other Scottish
peace organisations, ran a clear campaign with the message that “Nukes are Our Red Line”,
engaging with candidates and voters, and hosting a national Peace Hustings. We were delighted
to see a Parliament with a very clear anti-nuclear majority (including Green, SNP and a good
number of Labour MSPs) being elected, and we continue to work with MSPs to press for action on
nuclear disarmament.

We have worked with former Netherlands MP, and well-known anti-nuclear activist, Krista van
Velzen on challenging nuclear weapons from within NATO countries, and welcomed a report from
ICAN making it clear that NATO need not be a nuclear alliance. We celebrated the Entry into
Force of the TPNW and held an international event marking four years since it was first adopted,
helping to raise awareness of the Treaty throughout Scotland.

We have worked with other peace groups around Scotland to prepare for COP26, calling for action
on the links between climate change and militarism. We continue to show that nuclear energy is
not a ‘green’ solution, and that there are deep links between nuclear power and nuclear weapons.
A moving and reflective event in solidarity with the Marshall Islands Day of Remembrance took
place on 1 March 2021, organised by a wonderful group of volunteers from Glasgow CND. We
were honoured to be joined by DPR Sam Lanwi of the Marshall Islands, who spoke of the legacy
of nuclear tests in his country.

Finally, we are delighted to have made a positive connection with Museums & Galleries Scotland,
and a number of museums across Scotland, who are interested in working to tell stories of peace
through their collections. We hope this will lead to a long-term partnership, known as a Knowledge
Exchange Network, between Scottish museums and peace organisations in Scotland, who can
help to ensure that stories of peace are heard alongside stories of war.

All of this has been done in response to resolutions made at the 2020 AGM, which helped to
shape Scottish CND’s campaign priorities for the year ahead, and will continue to be pursued in
the months to come.

Progress on 2020 Resolutions

Could it be you?
Do you want to take a more active role in campaigning for nuclear
disarmament? Can you spare 5-10 hours a month to take part in
meetings and decision-making? We are looking for Executive Committee
members of all ages, backgrounds and perspectives to help drive
forward Scottish CND's essential work. Contact scnd@banthebomb.org
to find out more about the role, or talk to any current member of the
Executive Committee.
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