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Welcome
Lynn Jamieson

Chair, Scottish CND

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Good evening – introduce self & members of Exec and staff teamThank you for joining us tonight. In a minute, I will hand over to our Campaigns Worker, Emilie McSwiggan, who will take you through our plans for 2021. The presentation will last about 20 minutes, and then we will open the floor for discussion. We will be recording the presentation, so that we can share it with supporters who can’t be here tonight, but we will stop the recording once we move on to open discussion, so that you feel able to speak freely.]



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hi everyone, thanks for coming. [Comment about Doomsday Clock]



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are meeting tonight on the evening of Holocaust Memorial Day. The theme this year is “being the light in the darkness”. It invites reflection on the kinds of darkness our world faces today, and the many different ways that we can be the light – through resistance, acts of solidarity, rescue, and illuminating mistruths.Being the light and resisting the darkness is something we all strive to do as peace campaigners. Our work for nuclear disarmament seeks to remove the world’s worst weapons of mass murder and destruction. Before we move on to action, in respect and remembrance of those who have already lost their lives to genocide, let’s take a minute’s silence together.[-- minute’s silence --]



Aims for this meeting
• Walk through Scottish CND’s plans for 2021 – themes, key 

dates, etc.
• Discuss opportunities to work together – get involved, plan 

events, make connections.
• Need to stay flexible and responsive to events throughout 

the year, but ...
• ... Having a plan means we can coordinate efforts and 

increase our impact.

Presenter
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Thanks everyone. So, the aim of tonight’s meeting is to walk you through Scottish CND’s plans for the year ahead, and also to give you a chance to identify opportunities to get involved – whether that’s putting on an event that fits with our theme, or helping us to make useful connections with other like-minded people, or whatever makes sense to you!We’ve got a big year ahead in 2021, with the Scottish Elections this spring and the COP 26 climate conference in November – as well as the Nuclear Ban Treaty which has just come into force. By planning ahead we’re hoping that we can maximise our impact and make the most of those big events. But we know we’re going to need to remain flexible, too – goodness knows what 2021 is going to throw up, and we know we’ll have to adapt our plans in response. Please bear with us when that happens!



Our objectives for 2021
• Capitalise on the combined impact of Entry into Force and 

the Scottish Elections this year to:
• Increase public awareness of & urgency about nuclear issues
• Ensure a clear Scottish political commitment to the Nuclear Ban 

Treaty, in government and in opposition
• Put pressure on the UK’s nuclear programme, through Scotland
• Grow our active membership and strengthen relationships with 

our key allies
• Deliver our AGM resolutions
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Our general aim this year is to capitalise on the combined impact of the Treaty and the Elections to increase public awareness of nuclear issues, and to build a strong sense of urgency for action. We want to make sure that Scottish political commitment to nuclear disarmament is clear, and we want Scotland’s strong anti-nuclear stance to put pressure on the UK’s overall nuclear programme. We value our members and we want to create more opportunities for you to be actively involved in our work, together with our friends from the wider peace movement.And, of course, we want to deliver on the AGM resolutions which set our agenda for 2021. I’ll come back to those as we go along.



2021 Dates and Events
January
• 17 – Peace Sunday
• 22 – TPNW EiF
• 25 – first UN resolution (’46)

February March
• 1 – Marshall Islands
• 8 – Int’l Women’s Day
• 11 – Fukushima
• 12-14 – Nuclear Victims
• 21 – End Racial Discrim. Day
• 25 – Election Campaign starts

April
• 4 – Mines Awareness Day
• 7 – World Health Day
• 26 – Chernobyl
• Election Campaign – all 

month

May
• 6 – Elections
• 8-9 – WWII remembrance
• 10 – Faslane opened (1968)

June
• 4 – Child Victims Day
• 20 – Refugee Day

July August
• NPT – date unknown
• 6 – Hiroshima
• 9 – Nagasaki
• 12 – World Youth Day
• Edinburgh festivals

September
• 15 – Democracy Day
• 21 – Peace Day
• 22 – Hunterston anniv (’64)
• 26 – End Nukes Day

October
• Black History Month
• Scottish Story-Telling Festival
• 2- Non-Violence Day
• 3- UK first bomb anniv (‘52)
• 10 – Windscale fire (’57)
• 16 – World Food Day
• 24 – One year since 50th rat’n

November
• COP26 – date unknown
• SCND AGM
• 6 – Enviro., Conflict & War
• 11 – Armistice Day
• 16 – Tolerance Day
• 20 – Children’s Day
• 25 – Violence Against Women

December
• Advent*
• 3 – Disability Day
• 10 – Human Rights Day
• 25 – Christmas
• 26- Hunterston near miss (98)
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OK, don’t worry about reading the small print here. This isn’t even a complete calendar. I just wanted to show you this because it will give you a better sense of how we’ve put together our plans for the year ahead.The months highlighted in red are big dates – the Nuclear Ban Treaty, the Elections, the Non-Proliferation Treaty review, COP 26. All the bullet points are other important dates – events we already knew about when we started planning, or international days, or anniversaries of nuclear-related events in Scotland or the wider world. We have used these to fit together a series of themes for the year to come.



2021 Calendar - Themes
January

Nuclear Ban - TPNW

February
Climate [environmental 

health risks, incl convoys]
(groundwork for COP26)

March
Nuclear Tests

April
Nukes & Scotland –

Elections

May
Nukes & Scotland –

Election & new 
Government

June
Climate [Nuclear Power & 

Nuclear Waste] 
(groundwork for COP26)

July
Nuclear weapons (incl

manufacture) & risks of 
war (groundwork for NPT)

August
NPT

Risks of Nuclear War

September
Climate [Uranium Mining 

& Nuclear Weapons] 
(groundwork for COP26)

October
Racism, Colonialism & 

Nukes (link to BHM, first 
UK bomb)

November
Climate (COP26)

December
Nuclear Survivors & 

Victims (link to IDPwD) –
focus on health 

inequalities

TPNW Elections NPT COP26
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As you know, our main focus for January has been the entry into force of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. But as we move forward to February, we are already starting to think about climate change, and the links with nuclear weapons. This feels early when COP26 isn’t until November, but we really need to be working to build alliances with the climate movement asap. The proposed theme is “Scotland’s Environmental Health”. By this we mean the risks to Scotland’s health from the nuclear environment -- whether that’s nuclear convoys on our roads, or nuclear power stations positioned where they could all but wipe out our population. Importantly, by focusing on Scottish nuclear risks, we can start to have conversations that will get people thinking about the upcoming Election, too.In March, our general focus will be on nuclear testing, because the month begins with Marshall Islands Remembrance Day, there’s a general remembrance for nuclear test survivors and victims mid-month, and the International Day for Eliminating Racial Discrimination at the end.By the time we get to April we will be in the thick of election campaigning. So each week in April focuses on a specifically Scottish nuclear risk: 1) convoys; 2) nuclear power; 3) nuclear weapons; and 4) the space hub. We hope this will allow people to relate our campaign to places close to home, and help to make it real. Our election message is #NukesAreMyRedLine and we need to give people reasons to say it, while also focusing on the transformative power of the new Treaty.The election happens early in May, and we then have a new government. We don’t want miss the opportunity to reach out to them early on - making sure they understand what’s coming up in terms of international diplomacy, with the NPT three months away, and that they understand how nuclear fits into the picture when they’re preparing for COP26 too. So it’s likely that most of our work in May will be focused on making connections with the newly-elected Parliament, and that’s something we would be keen to do in collaboration with the wider peace movement.When we get to June, we’ll be prioritising COP26 again - there will be preparatory events happening throughout the year, and we should be ready to link into them (or even offer them ourselves).The problems of nuclear waste ‘disposal’ and decommissioning really illustrate why nuclear power isn’t “green”, and for our climate theme this month we will seek to address this, and ensure that nuclear isn’t painted as part of the solution at COP26.July and August are about the NPT. Since this puts the nuclear-armed states in the spotlight, it’s an important time to focus on making people vividly aware that nuclear war is a real risk today, that these countries are bristling with nuclear weapons, and that the world is in immense danger from them. We will also aim to pick up messaging from the TPNW - showing that the two Treaties are not in conflict - and to target some of our campaigning towards, for example, universities that provide research that informs the nuclear industry, or companies that are involved in, or invest in, nuclear production, and call on them to stop being complicit in such dangerous (and illegal!) work.From September onwards our primary focus is on COP26, although we’ll also want to bear in mind that the First Conference of Parties for TPNW is just around the corner at the start of 2022, and begin preparing for that as well. This time, our specific climate focus will be on uranium mining and nuclear weapons development, and the devastating impact that has on our environment. There’s a lot going on in October in terms of key dates - it’s Black History Month, and the anniversary of the UK’s first nuclear bomb detonation, so it is an obvious time to focus on racism and colonialism in respect of nuclear weapons. With COP26 now just around the corner, we will also be exploring how that links specifically to climate issues.The first half of November is COP26, and we also have our AGM in the second half of the month, so it will be a busy month. A lot of it will be shaped for us - we’ll need to participate in events around COP26, and many of those will be organised by others, but we should also try and add our own where we can.Finally, with November being quite an intense month, December needs to be a little quieter. It’s likely that the First Conference on the Nuclear Ban Treaty will be just around the corner, making it timely to focus on nuclear survivors. It’s the International Day of Persons with Disabilities on 3 December, and Human Rights Day on 10 December, so there’s a natural link, allowing us to weave a focus on nuclear-related health inequalities throughout the month.
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So what does this mean in practice?For one thing, it means we’re able to plan and advertise events further ahead. If you head to banthebomb.org now, you’ll find a refreshed events listing for the next quarter, which you can also see here.Perhaps more importantly, we hope this will be useful to our local groups – and to any of you who are involved with other organisations that share our aims and values. By setting out our themes and plans for the year, with as much notice as we can, we hope you will take this as an open invitation to suggest collaborations, or plan your own events and actions that fit in around a theme or an occasion. We want our supporters to play an active part in the movement for nuclear disarmament and, honestly, we want to make it as easy as possible for you to do that.

https://www.banthebomb.org/index.php/get-involved/scnd-events
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/banning-the-bomb-smashing-the-patriarchy-an-evening-with-ray-acheson-tickets-138417234675
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/beyond-nuclear-tickets-134540645693


Other Ways to Get Involved
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But it’s not all about events – we don’t want to wear you out, and we can’t afford to stretch ourselves too thinly either. If we have a very intense month – like we have just had in January – the next month is likely to be quieter: a chance for reflection and preparation, focusing on the next challenge. There are also some really important back-office projects we need to work on, in between the public events – one of the main ones right now is to focus on upgrading and relaunching our website, so it’s far more user-friendly for you.



Expertise and Skills
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With February as a quieter month, one of the things I hope to be doing a lot of is preparing materials that look at the relationship between nuclear weapons and climate change – pulling together resources that already exist, and creating new ones if we need them. It’s not very outward-facing, but it will stand us in good stead for the year to come.If you have expertise we could draw on – whether it’s to do with climate change, or health inequalities, or any of our other themes for the year – we’d love to hear from you. Similarly, if you have skills that could help to increase our impact – art, graphic design, technical assistance – we’d love it if you felt able to share them with us.



Summer 2021: Climate Change 
and Nuclear Weapons

Winter 2021: Nuclear Weapons 
and Health Inequalities

campaigns@banthebomb.org
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On that note, we produce our campaign magazine – Nuclear Free Scotland – twice a year. We’ll be putting this year’s editions together around April and October, for publication in June and December. You can see that our planned themes for this year are about the relationships between nuclear weapons and climate change, in summer, and health inequalities, in the winter.If you are interested in contributing an article on either theme – or if you would like to make suggestions about what we could feature – we would love to hear from you. We are also hoping to be able to commission cover art for the summer edition soon. My email address is on the screen – please just drop me a line. We won’t necessarily be able to fit everything into the magazine each time, but we would also love to have guest blogs on our website – there are lots of opportunities to get involved.
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It’s really important to us to build links with other groups and organisations that share our values and aims – the wider peace movement, the climate movement, faith groups, trade unions and others. Big national organisations, of course, but also super-small, super-local groups. Do you think we could do something that would inspire your knitting circle, or your book club, or your local independent café? When the world goes back to something more like normal, would you like to see our posters and badges in your favourite record store or community space? Let us know what you think would work – we’d love to hear from you.
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For example, right now we’re running a survey to ask our members what you’re reading. This is because, actually, talking about nuclear weapons in the mainstream media might not be the best way of reaching people who care enough to do something about it. We need to keep doing it, but we also want to find out what else our supporters read – whether that’s wildlife magazines, faith group newsletters, or other information sources – because we reckon, if you like them, other like-minded people will like them too. Please fill in this survey if you can – it will help us to target a wider range of publications and get the message out there. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjTatxIy73G_30q5V2kdY3Nno4q0-7ZcPmuurmIDV3hPvZxg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Drawing to a close now. As always, you can help us by getting involved with and sharing our materials, calls to action and other initiatives. Right now, we’ve got a quiz on the Nuclear Ban Treaty which will run until the end of February, which we’d love you to take part in and share. Find us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram – we’re there as Scottish CND on each platform – and boost our work if you can.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPyuNwxRMIZ15QINQl7xyrXfmKgudLWU6H4VITp8K69YtcMQ/viewform


Register of interest
campaigns@banthebomb.org
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We know that our community is full of fantastic people, who bring so much to the movement in terms of your talent, skills, enthusiasm, and sheer dedication to the work of nuclear disarmament. We want to make sure that you have the opportunity to shine. If you are interested in getting involved with us in any way – whether that’s using your art or your words, public speaking, putting on events, or providing practical support of any kind – we’d love to hear from you! My email address is on the screen. If there are ways you’d like to get involved with our work, or opportunities for us to collaborate, we’d love to hear from you.  



Thank you!
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So that’s it. Thank you so much for giving up your time to come along this evening. I’m going to end by putting our 2021 calendar back up, in the hope it’s a helpful discussion prompt. For the rest of the hour, it’s over to you – we’d love to know what you think, how you’d like to see us deliver these themes, and any ideas or suggestions you have for getting involved. We’re going to ask you to stay on mute except when you’re speaking – please indicate in the chat if you would like to speak, and we’ll call on you in turn.



2021 Calendar - Themes
January

Nuclear Ban - TPNW

February
Climate [environmental 

health risks, incl convoys]
(groundwork for COP26)

March
Nuclear Tests

April
Nukes & Scotland –

Elections

May
Nukes & Scotland –

Election & new 
Government

June
Climate [Nuclear Power & 

Nuclear Waste] 
(groundwork for COP26)

July
Nuclear weapons (incl

manufacture) & risks of 
war (groundwork for NPT)

August
NPT

Risks of Nuclear War

September
Climate [Uranium Mining 

& Nuclear Weapons] 
(groundwork for COP26)
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Racism, Colonialism & 

Nukes (link to BHM, first 
UK bomb)
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Climate (COP26)

December
Nuclear Survivors & 

Victims (link to IDPwD) –
focus on health 

inequalities

TPNW Elections NPT COP26
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As you know, our main focus for January has been the entry into force of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. But as we move forward to February, we are already starting to think about climate change, and the links with nuclear weapons. This feels early when COP26 isn’t until November, but we really need to be working to build alliances with the climate movement asap. The proposed theme is “Scotland’s Environmental Health”. By this we mean the risks to Scotland’s health from the nuclear environment -- whether that’s nuclear convoys on our roads, or nuclear power stations positioned where they could all but wipe out our population. Importantly, by focusing on Scottish nuclear risks, we can start to have conversations that will get people thinking about the upcoming Election, too.In March, our general focus will be on nuclear testing, because the month begins with Marshall Islands Remembrance Day, there’s a general remembrance for nuclear test survivors and victims mid-month, and the International Day for Eliminating Racial Discrimination at the end.By the time we get to April we will be in the thick of election campaigning. So each week in April focuses on a specifically Scottish nuclear risk: 1) convoys; 2) nuclear power; 3) nuclear weapons; and 4) the space hub. We hope this will allow people to relate our campaign to places close to home, and help to make it real. Our election message is #NukesAreMyRedLine and we need to give people reasons to say it, while also focusing on the transformative power of the new Treaty.The election happens early in May, and we then have a new government. We don’t want miss the opportunity to reach out to them early on - making sure they understand what’s coming up in terms of international diplomacy, with the NPT three months away, and that they understand how nuclear fits into the picture when they’re preparing for COP26 too. So it’s likely that most of our work in May will be focused on making connections with the newly-elected Parliament, and that’s something we would be keen to do in collaboration with the wider peace movement.When we get to June, we’ll be prioritising COP26 again - there will be preparatory events happening throughout the year, and we should be ready to link into them (or even offer them ourselves).The problems of nuclear waste ‘disposal’ and decommissioning really illustrate why nuclear power isn’t “green”, and for our climate theme this month we will seek to address this, and ensure that nuclear isn’t painted as part of the solution at COP26.July and August are about the NPT. Since this puts the nuclear-armed states in the spotlight, it’s an important time to focus on making people vividly aware that nuclear war is a real risk today, that these countries are bristling with nuclear weapons, and that the world is in immense danger from them. We will also aim to pick up messaging from the TPNW - showing that the two Treaties are not in conflict - and to target some of our campaigning towards, for example, universities that provide research that informs the nuclear industry, or companies that are involved in, or invest in, nuclear production, and call on them to stop being complicit in such dangerous (and illegal!) work.From September onwards our primary focus is on COP26, although we’ll also want to bear in mind that the First Conference of Parties for TPNW is just around the corner at the start of 2022, and begin preparing for that as well. This time, our specific climate focus will be on uranium mining and nuclear weapons development, and the devastating impact that has on our environment. There’s a lot going on in October in terms of key dates - it’s Black History Month, and the anniversary of the UK’s first nuclear bomb detonation, so it is an obvious time to focus on racism and colonialism in respect of nuclear weapons. With COP26 now just around the corner, we will also be exploring how that links specifically to climate issues.The first half of November is COP26, and we also have our AGM in the second half of the month, so it will be a busy month. A lot of it will be shaped for us - we’ll need to participate in events around COP26, and many of those will be organised by others, but we should also try and add our own where we can.Finally, with November being quite an intense month, December needs to be a little quieter. It’s likely that the First Conference on the Nuclear Ban Treaty will be just around the corner, making it timely to focus on nuclear survivors. It’s the International Day of Persons with Disabilities on 3 December, and Human Rights Day on 10 December, so there’s a natural link, allowing us to weave a focus on nuclear-related health inequalities throughout the month.
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